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volumes; Booklist's Editor's Choices articles; and Choice's "Outstanding Academic Titles" articles. We referenced the annual listing of "Best Free Reference Web Sites" produced by the American Library Association's Reference and User Services Association's Machine-Assisted Reference Section. We also reviewed publisher catalogs and web sites; web sites done by librarians and others; and bibliographic essays.
The article focuses on English-language reference sources, including Internet and subscription resources, primarily published since 2000, as well as annual statistical sources and yearbooks published through this period. The sources are divided into categories, by type:
bibliographies, biographical studies, dictionaries and encyclopedias, document sources, guides and handbooks, Internet resources and statistical sources and yearbooks. Given the interdisciplinary nature of the topic, some limitations were considered at the start of resource review. First, titles that focused on specific countries were not reviewed. Second, since economic development, especially "development" in the international political parlance, and globalization are such immense topics, sources for those topics were not included, to a large extent.
Where organizations have published information serially under different titles, we have listed only the most recent print title and any electronic equivalent.
REFERENCE SOURCES

Bibliographies
Hajnal, P.I., (2007) , The G8 System and the G20: Evolution, role and documentation, Ashgate, Aldershot, England.
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For the G8 system, a member-driven institution without a central administrative arm, the management of information falls to members and interested outsiders to track both public and less-visible documents on the annual summits and the periodic forums that occur alongside or in between summits. To meet the needs of researchers and students seeking background and context, Hajnal (University of Toronto) offers an overview of the history, purpose, and growth of the system as well as providing a guide to the documentation created by and about the system. An update of his 1999 handbook, The G7/G8 System, the 16 chapters of this work offer comprehensive analysis and reference regarding the origins and directions of the organization, as well as the interrelationships of the G8 with governments, with the private sector, and with society as well. The emphasis on documentation is present throughout the book: each chapter includes both references to print and electronic resources as well as lists of further references if not summaries of the documents in the course of the text. Three chapters are fully devoted to outlining where many primary source documents can be located for further study.
The work includes a reference list of acronyms and abbreviations and an extensive bibliography covering both print and electronic resources. The index is intuitive and comprehensive, recognizing organizations, members, participants, and references to events affecting the work of the system.
Biographical Studies
Arestis, P., and Sawyer, M., (eds.), (2000) , A Biographical Dictionary of Dissenting Economists, 2nd ed., Edward Elgar, Northampton, MA.
This biographical dictionary contains biographical essays on 100 political economists that the introduction states hold unorthodox economic views, outside of the neoclassical economic 5 discipline. Approximately half of the biographical entries are autobiographical; the others are signed by their authors. The entries range in length from four to ten pages. Each entry includes a bibliography of key works by the economist and some include writings by others on the economist's work. The introduction describes the books' focus and origin, while discussing the difference between political economy and the neoclassical school.
The first edition of the dictionary was a complementary volume to the Elgar Companion to Radical Political Economy.
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias
Bhala, R., (2008) , Dictionary of International Trade Law, LexisNexis, Newark, NJ.
Designed for use by legal practitioners, scholars and students, this dictionary has entries on acronyms, terms, organizations themes and events related to the fields of development economics and international economics, in addition to international trade. Most entries are a page or less, but range from a single sentence to multiple pages. Cross-referenced terms appear in bold text and references, tables, charts and graphs are included for some entries. The book includes a list of core sources before the entries. An annex of world, regional and selected country maps are included; list of trade law websites, timeline of key political and economic events in Chinese and European history, This handbook provides a wealth of information on international trade. The first third of the book is a dictionary that defines international trade terms, organizations, legislation, etc.
Entries range in length from a sentence to a half-page. Each dictionary entry begins with the general subject area noted in parentheses and may include a see also reference. Organizational entries include contact information. The remainder of the book consists of 35 appendices. They include such information, such as list of acronyms and abbreviations, currencies of the world, directory of business entities, international trade print and online resources, security of the supply chain, key words in eight languages and brightly-colored maps. It is typically updated biennially.
Holden, P., (2011), A Dictionary of International Trade Organizations and Agreements,
Routledge, London.
The dictionary has entries on international and regional trade organizations, agreements, terminology, concepts and ideas. The introduction provides a historical overview of the development of the international trade regime and focuses on key theoretical and policy debates.
Entries are typically a half-page each and cross-referenced terms are bolded. Organizational web sites are included at the end of some entries. A list of abbreviations is provided. This three-volume encyclopedia covers a "range of the major issues within the empirical realm of the international political economy and the concepts and theories deployed…in its study and discussion" (introduction). Nearly 1,500 signed entries include international political economy issues, concepts, theories, agreements, events, important persons and organizations.
Entries range in length from short paragraphs to more than five pages and were written by approximately 350 international scholars. Cross-referencing and see also references are used throughout. References and further readings are typically provided. A sizable index, nearly a hundred pages in length, is provided in volume three.
Leonard, T.M., (ed.), (2006) , Encyclopedia of the Developing World, Routledge, New York.
Nearly 800 articles from 255 contributors comprise this encyclopedia on the "developing world," which for the editor, consists of those countries and regions outside of the Group of 7 and the more industrialized countries of Western Europe, New Zealand and Australia. Articles range in length from 500 to 5,000 words, and incorporate historical and analytical information. Of particular value to the student of IPE are articles focused on the international organizations operating in the economic sphere. For instance, articles on the International Monetary Fund and World Bank (filed under its historical name of "International Bank for Reconstruction and Development") focus more thoroughly on the effects of these organizations in the developing world; additional articles on regional economic and political bodies (e.g., Association of Southeast Asian Nations, Economic Community of West African States, etc.) enhance the knowledge of the field. Articles include "references and further reading" to direct researchers on to more detail. The index, which is included in full in each of the three volumes, is comprehensive and well-organized. This two-volume encyclopedia covers the field of political economy defined as "how human behavior is influenced by society and how individual economic pursuits may lead to suboptimal results for the entire economy" (foreword). Encyclopedia focuses on three main themes:
institutional spheres, such as the financial system or corporations; subjects, such as unstable growth or ideologies; and schools of thought, such as post-Keynesian or feminism.
Concentration has also been placed on the themes and concepts of the sixties through nineties.
Book consists of approximately 450 alphabetically-arranged, refereed and signed articles written for the non-specialist, primarily undergraduate and beginning graduate students. There are three main types of articles: concepts, principles, theories or problems, such as poverty or inflation; general fields of political economy, such as regional economic integration or institutional political economy; and major figures of political economy that center around a major person, such as Much of this information, and more, is now available on the WTO's "Documents and resources" web page. It provides access to official documents of WTO councils and committees; WTO "'legal texts' -the body of WTO agreements that collectively form the legal framework of the WTO"; statistical data; analysis; publications; video; audio and podcasting; photos; maps; news feeds; and terminology database.
Guides and Handbooks
Blyth, M., (ed.), (2009), Routledge Handbook of International Political Economy (IPE): IPE as a
Global Conversation, Routledge, London.
Editor Blyth (Johns Hopkins University) sets this work out as a "critical survey" on the field of IPE, with the contention that there are, in fact, "multiple versions," in vying for consideration for scholars and students of the field. Blyth also contends that this work "is not a textbook," though it certainly can serve that purpose, but "a conversation" among the different theories and approaches to the subject within, among and across different regions of the world.
To this end, eighteen essays from twenty-one authors provide the context for the field in these different regions. The chapters, running between ten and twenty pages each, summarize the growth and changes among theories in light of historical developments in thought as well as in actions. There are considerable discussions throughout on the roles of international and nongovernmental organizations. However, the student will be challenged to recognize the elements of the global financial crisis of late 2008 and 2009, as there is a lesser focus on finance and banking than on the myriad elements of globalization. The work features an extensive and thorough bibliography, but also contains an awkwardly-constructed, hierarchical index. Since that time, the program has generated over 370 working papers written by some of the world's top professors of economics and business. Coverage is selective, but a good portion of the papers address international issues in political economy, with both current and historical periods included. Papers are organized chronologically within programs, but are also discoverable by subject via the Journal of Economic Literature's taxonomy which is used as an 19 organizing framework for the papers. NBER also maintains an extensive free list of links to economic indicators and their release dates.
Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development, (2011), OECD iLibrary, The
Organisation, available at http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/ (accessed 10 January 2012).
The Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development's (OECD) data and publication delivery platform is known as OECD iLibrary, succeeding the SourceOECD platform. OECD iLibrary contains content dating back to 1961 from "over 1,000 journal issues, 2,900 working papers, 2,500 multi-lingual summaries, 6,200 e-book titles, 14,000 tables and graphs, 21,000 chapters and articles, and 390 complete databases with more than 4 billion data points" ("About"). Sources include the OECD, the International Energy Agency, the Nuclear Energy Agency, OECD's Development Centre, the Program for International Student Assessment, and the International Transport Forum. Material is organized by five types (books, papers, statistics, factbooks and glossaries), by seventeen themes (including governance, social issues, urban, rural and regional development, etc.) and by country. Users can match themes with countries for more targeted searching. Results may be retrieved in different formats, including both downloadable and web-based datasets from which users can create custom queries. Most reports are separated into chapters or parts, making it easy for researchers to navigate to the exact portion of interest. Though the OECD iLibrary is a subscription-based service, some content is available for free to any site visitor. The United Nations has made much of their statistical information available on one site.
One can search via keyword or glossary term and browse the datasets by source or topic. The "Metadata" section provides information on the datasets contained on the web site and notes last update date, home page and contact information. Search results note the number of available records, the dataset and the dataset's parent organization. Download options allow the user to retain the data in preferred formats. Search results can also be filtered by country/area or year(s).
An "explore" feature allows the user to investigate similar data.
UNIDO, (2011), UNIDO: United Nations Industrial Development Organization, The
Organization, available at http://www.unido.org/ (accessed 10 January 2012). Yearbook "provides detailed data on transactions in revenue, expense, net acquisition of assets and liabilities, other economic flows, and balances of assets and liabilities of general government sector and its subsectors" (preface). Each volume is divided into three major parts.
The first is a set of world tables. These tables allow for comparative examination of all country data by category, such as cash surplus/deficit. When applicable, the yearbook provides six years of data. Countries are listed separately in two major types of groupings: "advanced economics"
or "emerging and developing countries." Country tables are listed in the second part. They note information, such as revenue, expense by economic type, transactions in assets and liabilities, etc.
The information is listed for the last three years in four columns: central government, state government, local government and general government. The last set is institutional tables. These tables explain the units of general government, data coverage, accounting practice and the implementation plans for each country's adoption of the Global Finance Statistics framework. A very detailed table of contents accompanies a guide to country tables by sector and data availability and as a basis of recording for latest year reported.
The time series found here may also be found on IMF eLibrary, with options to extend the available data over a longer period of time. 
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Geographical and economic groupings; data definitions and methodology, notes and sources are covered in the "Metadata" section. The appendix includes additional statistical information on trade trends. The last section consists of world maps. Abbreviations and symbols and list of WTO members are also included.
The WTO web site (http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/its_e.htm) has an archive of earlier annual editions, with downloadable data.
